
THE SIXTH COMMANDMENT – EXODUS 20:13; DEUTERONOMY 5:17 
 
1. What do you think when you read the command “You shall not murder”? 
 
Read Genesis 9:3-7. 
 
2. Why is taking another person’s life wrong?  What does it mean to be in the image of God? 
 
3. Why might this bestow dignity upon us? 
 
Read Numbers 35:16-34. 
 
Numbers 35 contains the laws that fill out the command “you shall not murder.”  The same word for 
murder in the Sixth Commandment is used here for both the action of the slayer and the avenger.  
Thus, it is better translated “You shall not take life” than “You shall not murder.” 

 
4. What are the different kinds of taking life in this passage, and what punishment does each bring? 
 
5. How might these variations express justice with respect to taking a person’s life? 
 
If Jews could break the Sixth Commandment by accidently causing someone to die, then this tells us 
we are required both to not murder and to proactively protect other’s lives.  One way we can fail to 
cherish human life and thus risk taking the life of another is in how we act in society. 
 
6. What are some ways we could better cherish the life of other people? (think about how we drive, 

dangerous situations we might observe around us, and care for the vulnerable, etc.) 
 
Read John 8:42-47. 
 
7. In this passage, Jesus is speaking to the Jewish leaders in Jerusalem.  He makes the startling claim 

that Satan is their father, and that he was a murderer from the beginning (John 8:44).  Thus, Jesus 
is claiming that the Jews who don’t believe in him are all murderers. 

 
How do we feel about this shocking claim?  What might Jesus mean by this? 

 
 
8. There are two surprising directions the New Testament takes the sixth commandment.  For each 

of these passages, discuss what this new direction is: 

 Matthew 5:21-24 

 1 John 3:11-17 
 
 
9. When we have such ungodly anger/hatred lurking in our hearts, what can we do to be free of it? 
 
 
10. Discuss: Western Christians are murderers since we are all wealthy with significant amounts of 

discretionary spending money, and there are poor Christians starving in third world countries. 


